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PORT  OF  ROCHESTER 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR  1963 


Members  of  the  Port  Health  Committee  1963/64 


Chairman  -  Councillor  L. A„  M*  Owen 

The  Mayor  -  Councillor  E.M.  Griffin,  J.P. 

The  Deputy  Mayor  -  Alderman  <L  Green 
Alderman  D»  May,  J.P, 

Councillor  M.H.  Cole 
Councillor  F,  Corry 
Councillor  C„  Frid 
Councillor  Co  Do  Staith 
Councillor  FU.  Broughton 
Councillor  A,  Towning 
Councillor  RoJ»E0  Norris 
Councillor  Ho Fo  Martin 
Councillor  J.H.L.  Morgan 
Councillor  R.  Fry 
Councillor  R* A„  Howard 


i 


i&Wk 

9 


; 


AREA  OF  JURISDICTION 


Prom  Hawkwood  (between  Snodland  and  Ajlesford)  to  Colemouth  Creek,  including  all 
creeks,  civilian  docks  and  land  up  to  the  high  water  mark  in  the  area  between  these 
two  points  -  a  distance  of  some  18  miles. 


RIPARIAN  AUTHORITIES  Y/ITHIN  THE  PORT  OF  ROCHESTER 


Rochester  Municipal  Borough 
Chatham  Municipal  Borough 
Gillingham  Municipal  Borough 
Mailing  Rural  District 
Strood  Rural  District 
Swale  Rural  District 


. 


TABLE  A 


«... ., 

Nature  of 

Appo intment 

Date  of 

Appointment 

Qu  alifieations 

-  .  - 

Any  other 

Appointments  held 

L,F,  McWilliams 

Port  Medical 
Officer 

17 o  4,  1959 

Mo  Bo  ,  B,  Ch.  ,  Do  Po  Ho 

Medical  Officer  of 
Health  -  City  of 
Rochester;  Borough 
of  Chatham;  Strood 

Ro  Do ;  Medical  Re¬ 
feree,  Medway  Crem¬ 
atorium 

R, G„  Brennen 

Deputy  Port 
Medical 
Officer 

17o  30  1952 

Mo  Bo  „  Bo  Ch o„  D o  P o  H „ 

Deputy  Medical  Of¬ 
ficer  of  Health 

City  of  Rochester; 

Borough  of  Chatham; 
Strood  R„  Do  ;  Assis¬ 
tant  County  Medical 
Officer,  Deputy  Med¬ 
ical  Referee,  Med¬ 
way  Crematorium, 

C.H.N,  Evans 

Port  Health 
Inspector 

lo  7 o  1934 
Retired  - 
31.  30  1963 

Co  So  I  0  Eo  J.  Bo  , 

CoMolop  A0R0I0N0A0 

L t.  Cmdr o  Wo  Jones 

Mu  B,  Eo  ,  R„No 

Port  Health 
Inspector 

Appointed 

I,  1.  1963 

Co  So  loEo  J,  B.  5  C„MoIo 

RoSo  Lane 

Part  Time 
Deputy  Port 
Health  Ins¬ 
pector 

10  I,  1961 

CoS, loEo JoBo ,  CoMolo 

Senior  District 
Public  Health  In¬ 
spector,  City  of 
Rochester, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  70,  Maidstone  Roads  Rochester,  Tel;;  Chatham  46121 


SI  Abo  on  &  off  Shipping  enteirlng  the  District  during  the  year: 

TABLE  B 


Ships  from 

Numb  e  T 

Tonnage 

Number  Inspected 

Numb e2"  of  ships  re¬ 
ported  as  having, 

or  having  had  during 
the  voyage,  infec- 

t i o  u s  disease  on 

board. 

By  t  he  Port 

Medical  Officer 

By  the  Port 

Health  Inspector 

Foreign  Ports 

937 

455, 243 

- 

801 

!  1  1 

• 

Coastwise 

405 

2i2s 597 

- 

249 

- 

,  Total 

1,342 

667  840 

.  - 

I8  050 

- — — — ■  . .  — — — — 

: 

III.  Character  off  Shipping  and  Tirade  daring  the  Tear, 


TABLE  C 


(a)  PASSENGER  TRAFFIC, 

Number  of  Passengers  INWARDS  )  Only  passenger  traffic  in  Port  is  day  trips  during 
Number  of  Passengers  OUTWARDS)  Summer  to  adjacent  seaside  resorts. 


1, 


(b)  CARGO  TRAFFIC 


Principal  IMPORTS  -  Agricultural  and  Horticultural  Produce,  various  tinned  foods, 

beers,  wines,  spirits,  machinery,  fertilizers,  china  clay, 
wood  pulp,  timber,  oil,  coal  and  maize  starch,. 

Principal  EXPORTS  Cement,  bitumen,  diesel  and  gas  oils,  scrap  iron,  cars, 

(C)  PRINCIPAL  PORTS  FROM  WHICH  SHIPS  ARRIVE. 

...  Zaandam,  Kooga  Zaan ,  Rotterdam,  Kotka,  Kemi,  Sandarne,  Kragero, 
Maasluis,  Sande,  Monsteras,  Sumdsvald,  Hango ,  Frankfurt, Leixoes 
Dunkirk,  Boulogne,  Hammina,  Mannheim,  Stettin,  Bremen,  Rhine 

Ports,  Oulu, 

-  Plymouth,  Par,  Blyth,  Hartlepool,  Arbroath,  Montrose,  Newburgh, 
Goole,  St,  Valery. 


Foreign 


Coast 


XV,  Inland  Bairge  Traffi®. 

Not  applicable  to  this  Port. 
V,  latter  Supply. 


1,  (a)  FOR  THE  PORT, 

Cb)  FOR  SHIPPING 


No  Change 
No  Change 


2  REPORT  OF  TESTS  FOR  CONTAMINATION. 

24  samples  of  the  Chatham  and  District  Water  supply  and  24  samples  of  the 
Strood  Water  supply  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,,  In  addition  13 
samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  from  ships’  tanks. 


All  samples  showed  satisfactory  results. 


3  PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  CONTAMINATION  OF  HYDRANTS  AND  HOSEPIPES 


No  Change 


4.  NUMBER  AND  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  WATER  BOATS,  AND  POWERS  OF  CONTROL  BY  THE 
AUTHORITY 

No  change  except  that  the  old  wooden  water  boat  has  now  been  replaced  by  a 
new  boat  of  ail  welded  construction.  It  carries  200  tons  of  fresh  water  in  four 

50  ton  tanks  which  are  all  interconnected  The  interior  surfaces  of  the  tanks 
are  cement  washed.  Prior  to  the  boat  operating  on  the  River  the  tanks  were  super- 
cholorinated  and  flushed  through;  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  with  satisfactory  results, 

VI  Poibliio  Health  ^Ships')  legislations,  1952  to  1963. 

I.  LIST  OF  INFECTED  AREAS 

No  Change 


2.  RADIO  MESSAGES. 


No  Change 


4. 


5. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OTHERWISE  THAN  BY  RADIO* 

No 

MOORING  STATIONS. 

No 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR::- 


Change 

Change 


(a)  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  (other  than  smallpox)* 

No  Change 

(b)  Surveillance  and  follow  up  of  contacts. 

No  Change 

(c)  Cleansing  and  disinfection. 

No  Change 


VII  Snal IpoXo 

I*  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cases  are  sent:- 

Long  Reach  Hospital,  Dartford.  Tel.  Dartford  3231. 

2.  Transport  of  smallpox  cases  to  hospital. 

This  is  provided  by  the  London  County  Council  Ambulance  Service. 

Tel.  Waterloo  3311. 

Application  is  made  by  telephone  and  written  confirmation  sent  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer,  County  Hall,  London. 

3„  Consultants  Available. 

Dr.  J.P.  Marsden  ) 

Df  ty  j  Coughlan)River  Hospitals,  Joyce  Green.  Dartford,  Telephone 

Dartford  3231. 

4.  Laboratory  Diagnosis  Facilities. 

Specimens  for  Laboratory  diagnosis  would  be  sent  to  the  Virus  Reference 
Laboratory,  Colmdaie  Avenue,  Colindale,  London,  N.W.9.  Tel.  Colindale  7041. 

?1II  ¥®n®ff©»l  Disease, 


No  Change 

H2  tC&ises  of  Ho&iffisibl©  sand  other  Infectious  Diseases  on  Ships,, 


TABLE  D 


Number  of  c 
during  the 

a  s  e  s 

year 

Number  of  ships 

Category 

Disease 

Passengers 

Crew 

concerned 

Cases  landed  from  ships  from  foreign  ports 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on  ships  from 
foreign  ports  but  have  been  disposed  of 

before  arrival 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

3, 


%  Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  malaria  in  ships. 

The  bulk  of  the  shipping  is  from  Scandinavian,  Netherlands  and  French  Ports  and 
to  a  lesser  extent  from  North  American  Ports.  Tankers  from  Venezuela  are  loaded  there 
at  jetties  extending  well  out  into  the  sea9  thus  malarial  carrying  mosquitoes  consti¬ 
tute  little  hazard  to  the  crews,  and  there  have  been  no  cases  aboard  ships  entering 
the  Port  of  Rochester  during  the  year. 

II,.  Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  for  plague. 

No  infectedor  suspected  vessels  have  arrived  during  the  year. 

Ill  Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

(1)  PROCEDURE  FOR  INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS  FOR  RATS. 

Deratization  or  Deratization  Exemption  Certificates  are  examined  as  a  routine 
and  further  course  of  action  is  determined  as  a  result  of  such  inspection.  When  in¬ 
specting  crews'  quarters,  etc. ,  a  general  enquiry  is  usually  enough  to  discover  the 
presence  of  rats  on  board,  some  seamen  complain  very  readily  if  they  know  of  rats 
on  board  the  ship. 

Cargo  workers  are  a  good  source  of  information.  The  trade  in  which  the  vessel 
has  been  engaged  since  her  last  Deratization,  or  Deratization  Exemption  Certificate, 
was  issued  is  an  important  factor  in  determining  what  further  inspection  should  be 
carried  out  Cargoes  of  wood  pulp  and  pulp  wood  have  little  attraction  for  rats  and 

vessels  engaged  constantly  in  this  trade  are  not  often  infested;  if  rats  are  found 
they  are  generally  confined  to  a  peak  or  store  room  and  are  not  distributed  through- 

out  the  ship. 

On  the  other  hand  a  ship  that  has  been  employed  for  some  time  in  carrying  grain, 
or  has  carried  out  a  long  trip  with  such  a  cargo,  merits  further  investigation,  par¬ 
ticularly  i f  her  deratization  certi ficate  i s nearing  its  expiratory  date.  Such  cargoes, 
at  present,  do  not  arrive  in  this  Port  but  occasionally  large  vessels  which  have 
carried  such  cargoes  arrive  empty  to  load  cement, 

(2)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  OR  PATHOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  RODENTS. 

There  is  no  rodent  operator  permanently  on  Port  work  but,  in  cases  when  it  is 
deemed  necessary,  the  shore  rodent  operator  is  employed  in  order  to  obtain  specimens 
of  rats  for  bacteriological  examination. 

(3)  DERATIZATION  OF  SHIPS, 

For  the  issue  of  International  Deratting  Certificates  an  arrangement  exists  under 
Article  4  of  the  Port  Health  Regulations,  1933,  whereby  the  local  Port  Health  Ins¬ 
pector  carries  out  the  inspection  and  forwards  the  report  to  the  London  Port  Health 
Authority  for  issue  of  the  certificate.  If  it  should  be  necessary  to  derat  a  ship 
by  fumigation,  the  firm  employed  would  be  that  approved  by  the  London  Authority.  In 
other  cases  of  deratting  poisons,  traps  and  sulphur  are  the  methods  in  use. 

Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  are  issued  by  the  Port  of  Rochester.  When  in¬ 
specting  a  vessel  for  the  issue  of  a  certificate  in  accordance  with  Article  52  of  the 
International  Sanitary  Regulations  the  inspection  is  carried  out  as  required  by  the 
regulations  governing  the  issue  of  such  a  certificate.  The  whole  vessel  from  peaks, 
holds  and  engine  room  to  chart  and  wireless  rooms  is  inspected  and  report  is  made  on 
harbourage,  specifying  the  particular  harbourage  found  in  each  compartment. 

(4)  RAT  PROOFING  OF  SHIPS 

There  are  no  vessels,  other  than  naval  vessels,  built  in  this  Port  and  measures 
concerning  rat-proofing  are  confined  to  dealing  with  existing  rat-proofing  which  has 
suf  fered  damage  on  board  vessels  in  service  and  inspecting  rat  proofing  on  the  smaller 
vessels  undergoing  repair  and  refit  in  local  repair  yards. 


4. 


TABLE  E 

RODENTS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  SHIPS  PROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


Category  Number 

Black  rats  .  ..  ...  . ..  .  ..  ...  .  Nil 

Brown  rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Species  not  known...  ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  Nil 

Sent  for  examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Infected  with  Plague  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


TABLE  P 

DERATTING  CERTIFICATES  AND  DERATTING  EXEMPTION  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

FOR  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


No.  of  Deratting;  Certi 

ficates;  iss  ue  d 

No .  of 

After  Fumigation  with 

After 

Poi soning 

Deratting 

E  xemp  t i on 

To  t  al 

Certificates 

I s  sued 

HCN 

Other  fumigant  (state  method) 

After 

Trapping 

Total 

Certificates 

i  s  s  ue  d 

1 

2  . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

- 

„ 

- 

-- 

- 

43 

43 

9  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  were  also  issued  to  British  Coastwise  Vessels 
making  occasional  trips  to  Continental  Ports. 

3  Rodent  Control  Certificates  were  issued. 


MO  Inspection  of  Ships  for  Nuisances. 

TABLE  G 


INSPECTIONS  AND  NOTICES 


Nature  and  number 

of  Inspections 

Notices  served 

Results  of  Notices 

Statutory  Notices 

Other  Notices 

British  Vessels  249 

Nil 

14 

14  complied 

Foreign  Vessels  801 

Nil 

8 

7  complied 

River  Craft  64 

Nil 

11 

9  complied 

XIV.  Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1934. 


No  Change 


XV.  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens. 

Rochester  is  not  an  approved  Port  for  the  landing  of  aliens. 

XVI.  liseellameous. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  BURIAL  ON  SHORE  OF  PERSONS  WHO  HAVE  DIED  ON  BOARD  SHIP  FROM 

AN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

No  Change 


RIVER  SAMPLES. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Kent  River  Board  66  samples  of  river  water  were  taken 
for  chemical  analysis. 

CASES  OF  SICKNESS  ON  BOARD  VESSELS  ARRIVING  IN  THE  PORT. 


Septic  Throat  1 
Septic  Hand  1 


Acute  appendicitis  1 

Abdominal  pain  1 

5. 


FOOD  INSPECTION., 


t 


Of  the  1,288  total  cargoes  entering  the  Port  286  were  entirely  foodstuffs  viz:- 


cafv-i 

Gyste-rs 

4 

Maize  Starch 

103 

Oranges  and  Carrots 

3 

Flour 

15 

Salt 

2 

Tomatoes 

1 

Fresh  Vegetables 

73 

Onions 

26 

Peas 

1 

Lard 

1 

Oranges 

1 

Potatoes 

56 

In  addition  there  were  186  General  cargoes  containing  varying  quantities  of  the 
following  foodstuffs  in  addition  to  non -edible  cargo: - 


Chicken 

) 

Butter 

Cheese 

Fruit 

) 

Champagne 

Fruit 

Luncheon 

Meat) 

J  Tinned 

) 

) 

) 

Chocolate 

Honey 

Ham 

Milk 

Tongue 

Beer 

Kidneys 

Eggs 

Jam 

Dehydrated  Vegetables 

Fresh  Vegetables 

Quick  Frozen  Vegetables 

Pickled  Gherkins 
Preserves 

Wine 

Food  condemned  and  destroyed: 


12 

14 

1 

1 

2 
8 
2 
3 

5 

6 

1 

22 

1 

1 

1 

2 

14 

87 


x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

.X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Tins  Ham 


o  o  o 


Tin  Cooked  Shoulder 
Tins  Chicken 


25  Kilo  Bags  Hortex  Polish  Onions 
1  lb.) 

5  lb. 

9  lb, 

4  Ibo 
7  QZo  ) 

12  QZo)Tins  Luncheon  Meat,, 

4  lb. ) 

1  lb,, 

7  oz. 

10  oz„  ) 

15  oz, ) 

15  oz„ ) 


GOG 


Tins  Ox  Tongue  .  . . 

Tins  Chopped  Braised  Kidneys, 

Tins  Strawberries  in  Syrup 


g  2k  Tins  Blackberries  in  Syrup 

15  oz,  Tin  Raspberries  in  Syrup 
6  lb.  Tins  Gooseberries  in  Syrup 

1$  pint) 

6  oz,  )  Tins  Evaporated  Milk,  .  . 
103  x  14%  oz,  ) 

51  x  %  lb, ) Butter  .  .„  . ..  .  .. 

28  x  lib,) 

1  x  10  Ib„  13  oz.  Cheese*  .  „  .  .  . 

2  x  1  lb,  11%  oz,  Celery  Heads  . ., 

30Tbai»  Potatoes*  .  .  .  . . 


o  o  o 


o  o  o 


o  O  O 


O  O  0 


®  n  o 


o  o  c 


o  o  o 


O  O  0  0 


o  o  o  o  o  o 


0  0  0 


Unsound 

Damaged  Containers 

Damaged  Container 
Damaged  Containers 

Damaged  Containers 

Damaged  Containers 
Damaged  Containers 

Damaged  Containers 

Damaged  Containers 

Damaged  Container 
Damaged  Containers 

Damaged  Containers 

Damaged  on  Landing 

Damaged  on  Landing 
Damaged  Containers 

Deteriorated  under 
storage 


13  x  7  oz.  Braised  Pork  Kidneys  in  gravy 
I  x  3  lb.  Cooked  chicken  in  jelly*,. 


Damaged  Containers 
Tin  Blown 


6, 


Foods  sampled  for  chemical  analysis  to  detect  the  possible  presence  of  preservatives, 
metallic  content  or  harmful  sprays: - 


Mixed  Salad  1 
Honey  1 
Ravioli  in  Tomato  Sauce  i 
Butter  1 
Vichy  Water  I 

Cucumber  1 
Egg  Yolk  1 


Powdered  Dairy  Ice-Cream 

Mix  1 


Tomatoes  1 
Chicory  l 
Peas  1 
Swiss  Birchermeusili 

(Familia)  1 

Red  Cherry  Preserve  1 
Pie  Filling  1 
Red  Currant  Pulp  in  Stalk  1 
Oranges  1 
Mandarins  1 


Tortellini  in  Tomato 

Sauce  1 

Chicken  Fillets  in 

Jelly  1 

Chicken  Breasts  in 

Jelly  1 

Natural  Mineral  Water 
of  Contrexeville  1 

Fruit  of  the  Rose 

Preserve  i 


Samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination:* 

Vichy  Water  1;  Natural  Mineral  Water  of  Contrexeville  1;  Egg  Yolk  1;  Powdered 
Dairy  Ice  Cream  Mix  I, 

All  the  samples  were  up  to  standard  except  the  "Fruit  of  the  Rose  Preserve 11  on 
which  the  Analyst  reported 

"The  soluble  solids  of  this  preserve  were  63o  5%  just  below  the  standard. 

This  product  would  be  better  called  rRose  Hip  Preserve,171 


A  warning  was  sent  to  the  manufacturers. 


Dairfc.  Smoke  (Pea-Bitted  Periods)  (Vessels)  Regulations,  1958, 

Verbal  notices  regarding  the  emission  of  dark  smoke  were  given  to  the  Masters 

of  12  ships. 


MesQBitoes. 


Anti -mosquito  measures  have  continued  to  be  carried  out  on  the  local  marshes 
under  the  direction  of  the  Port  Health  Inspector, 

A  survey  of  the  potential  breeding  places  which  are  at  present  treated  by  the 
Rochester  Port  Health  Authority  have  been  carried  out.  These  areas  are  the  saltings 
and  marshes  which  abut  the  River  Medway  in  the  vicinity  of  Rochester,  Strood,  Wouidhafi 

and  Cuxton, 

The  areas  treated  are  Temple  Marsh,  Cuxton  Marsh,  Ringshill,  Brambletree  and 
Starkey  Castle,  and  an  area  near  Whitewall  Creek,  These  marshes  are  ideal  breeding 
grounds  for  the  particular  type  of  mosquito  which  is  prevalent  in  the  area  and  has 
been  identified  as  the  Aedes  Detritus  which  breeds  in  salt  or  brackish  water  only 
This  was  established  in  a  survey  carried  out  by  P, G.  Shute9  Esq, ,  FoRoE.S,*  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health" s  Malaria  Laboratories,  Epsom,  and  the  Port  Health  Inspector  in 

1938*  The  eggs  of  the  mosquito  are  deposited  amidst  the  vegetation  of  the  river  marshes 

and  are  able  to  remain  in  a  dry  condition  for  at  least  a  year,  and  probably  longer. 
Whenever  a  resting  place  of  the  eggs  becomes  flooded,  no  matter  at  what  time  of  the 
year,  a  proportion  hatch  into  larvae.  Hence  in  areas  which  are  subjected  to  alternate 
flooding  and  drying,  fresh  stocks  of  larvae  are  periodically  produced, 

A  few  of  the  permanent  pools  which  have  been  subjected  to  constant  larvacide 
treatment  were  clear  of  larvae,  but  a  number  of  pools  which  had  dried  out  and  reformed 
at  high  water  were  still  possible  breeding  places.  Pools  are  treated  when  dry  with 
the  object  of  contaminating  the  water,  and  this  procedure  is  no  doubt  successful. 

During  the  survey,  additional  breeding  places  were  discovered  under  the  new 
Medway  Bridge,  These  were  man-made  pools  formed  by  large  pieces  of  broken  concrete 
on  the  edges  of  the  existing  tidal  pool.  The  pools  have  been  treated  with  larvacide 
pending  their  elimination  by  the  Resident  Engineer, 
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The  results  of  the  anti-mosquito  measures  which  have  been  adopted,  and  carried 
out  for  many  years,  have  considerably  reduced  the  nuisance  but,  owing  to  the  vast 
area  covered  by  the  marshes  and  inaccessibility  in  parts,  it  is  practically  impossible 
to  completely  eliminate  all  potential  breeding  places. 

The  object  of  treatment  at  present  is  aimed  at  mosquito  control  in  places  where 
the  nuisance  affects  habitation,  rather  than  complete  mosquito  elimination  which  would 
be  a  vast  and  costly  undertaking. 


L.F.  MCWILLIAMS, 


Port  Medical  Officer. 
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